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Michelle Steel: The Calif. GOP’s Last Great Hope

Sacramento Unlon Staff Report

SACRAMENTO -  Throngs  aof
California comservatives bave focused their
suppare on 4 new GOF hero in the swee
capital; and no, its not Republican Go,
Arncld  Schwarssnsgger. Irs  Michelle
Sreel, the newly elecred member of the
state Board of Equalizarion and the righr's
kst hope in Sacramerna,

Seeel, the wife of former California
Republican Party Chairman Shawn Steel,
# the only comservative member of che
GOP elecred lase Movember wa comstm-
ional office. And Republicans are rallying
around her.

Many corservatives fle cheared by che
re-elecdon of Gov, Schwarrenegger and
the lection of Republican Steve Poiner as
California's new insurance commissioner;
both men publich: offer lefe-leaning policy
agenchs and liberal platforms, forgoing
waditioral Republican posidons.

“When we say chat Poizner iz a RIND
(Republican in ®ame Only) we really
mean ic" saps Andy Wevis, corssrvative
blogger and California Talkers Editar for
The Union, *The guy gave money o The
Diemocratic Mational Commicees and che
Al Gaore recounc fund in 2000, He sap-
porred the open primany whils mnning for
Assembly kst vear, butopposes it now."

Schwarzenegger's slights againse conser-
varives have been far more public: afrer the
stinging defear of his reform agendh in che

20035 Bpecial Election, the governor hired
a Democrar as his chief of scaff, began
appeasing liberals in the St Legislarurs
and recendly ineroduced o oosdy lefr
l=aning universal health care package for
California.

YEvery dme I think abenr  how
Republicans and people like S=an Hannigy
gave support to Aroold Schwarzensgger,
mest without making a formal ‘endorse-
ment' I gersoticked. Becouse I knew thess
dayswould come,” wrots the “Independent
Corservarive” ar his online blog, www,
ind=pendentcorsarvative com.

Afer the defear of Republican Sens
Tom McClincock and Charles Poochigian
for lientenant governor and acoorney gen-
eral. respeccvely, in the MWovember elec-
CiONS, COMSErvarives are Sger (o SUpporean
officeholder lLike Seeel.

Steel has solid conservative resume, with
an  indispumble righr-of-cenrer  record
from her time as & member of the Tax
Advisory Commires for the Smare Board of
Equalizadon. She also received o number
of glowing endorsement, including chose
from aticnal Taxpayer Advocate Grover
Maorquist, the California Chib for Groweh,
and Congressman Mike Pence (R-Indiara),
chair of the Conservative Cancus,

With such sromg support from oon-
servarives, it was no wonder why so many
Republicans found themselves ar Sresls
swearing-in  ceremony  insesd of Gow

Aichalle Stea! [nictured] seom-n by farmar B0F corgrassman and monsarative herol Juge Jamas
FRogm in the Callfamia Sanate Chambars, Sheal was alactod last Movamber to th Cal¥arnis Eorrd
of Egualization.

Schwarzeneggers inmuguracon.

Held Jan. 5 in the Smes Senace Chambers,
Smels carh of office was administered by
former GOF congressman fand corser-
vative her) Judge James Bogan Stace
Republican leaders packed the chamber,
with McClintock leading the parade of

conservarive  dignitaries and Republican
Assembly Cancus Chairman Bob Huff act-
ing s master of ceremoniss. Also in amen-
dance was Byung-Hyo Cheoi, the Consol
General for the Republic of Korsa, who
voioed his pride char Sveel will now serve as
thie highest-level elecred Eorsan-American
in the maton.

A ser on the Californin Board of
Equalizacion mey not sound @ prestdgious
as the other corstinrional offices like gov-
ernor, reasurer of secretary of smee, but
the position does offer Sreel the opporm-
nicy to keep an eye on & marer near and
dear o the comservative beart: taxes. The
five-member board exercises tax adminis-
cration and fee collecdon in the scare and
Sezel has vowed oo Moppose svery new o
ard raxincrease proposed before the Board
of Equaliration.”

“] promise to ahways proect mopayers
from an overly aggressive stare tax agency
When adjudicadng tx dispues, T will
always presume thara wxpayer is innocent,
untl proven gailty” she says. "California’s
budger should ke balanced by sliminacing
wasteful programs and screamlining mas-
sive bureancracies, por balanced on che
backs of hardwarking acpayers”

Editar’s Nore: Hrer the mvearing-in coresmony,
Steels buishond, former Califarnia Repubiican
Parry Chairman Shaon Soeel, referred 1o she
Sacraments Unim ar me Jonger i operanian,
Tbe Uniom forgies the chairmian far this fave
pas, ar Be mar alnvensdy amaware of the paper'’s
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